
NEW YORK CITY — New 
York City is about to welcome a 
new, full-service auction house, 
as La Belle Epoque Auction 
Gallery sets to open its doors in 
January, offering a new auction 
experience to art and antiques 
lovers, dealers, collectors, first-
time buyers and consigners.

The La Belle Epoque Auction 
Gallery, at its two-level, 
5,000-square-foot facility in the 
Meatpacking District/West Vil-
lage, will provide a more per-
sonal approach to both buying 
and selling. Boutique New York 
auction houses who were thriv-
ing in the market through the 
1980s and 1990s seemed to fall 
by the wayside due to skyrock-
eting Manhattan rental prices 
and other issues. While smaller, 
high-quality auction houses in 
New York City seem to have all 
but disappeared in recent 
years, La Belle Epoque Auction 
Gallery hopes to fill that void.

The firm’s premiere auction 
will offer a range of hundreds 
of items, including a Modernist 
abstract painting “Sunset on 
the Beach” by Byron Browne, 
(American, 1907-1961) and six 
leather and chrome LC2 club 
chairs by Le Corbusier for Cas-
sina.

Many in the art world already 
know the La Belle Epoque 
name from being a New York 
area vintage poster dealer and 
gallery, specializing in Art Nou-
veau, Art Deco and midcentury 
posters from the Belle Epoque 
era to modern times (1860s to 
the 1990s). Clients and custom-
ers at La Belle Epoque Vintage 
Posters, which will remain a 
separate business, have enjoyed 
working directly with longtime 
owner/partners Linda Tarasuk 
and Elie Saporta, developing 
long-term, friendly relation-
ships. Tarasuk and Saporta 
recently formed La Belle 
Epoque Auction Gallery, which 
came as a natural progression 
from their vintage poster busi-
ness, flourishing since it opened 
in the mid-1980s.

The firm will launch with its 
premiere auction January 22, 
with online bidding through 
LiveAuctioneers and Bid-
Square The gallery will provide 
a comfortable atmosphere 

where people can browse at the 
previews, socialize a bit with 
neighbors and take part in the 
excitement of live auctions, all 
while following Covid-19 safety 
protocols.

“So many of our longtime cli-
ents have told us how much 
they miss going to auctions in 
person to find treasures and 
look through the art and 
antiques, while many new auc-
tion goers may also find afford-
able household furnishings 
they might not see any place 
else,” said Saporta. “Come say 
hello, we’ll admire some great 
art and antiques together. Here 
at La Belle Epoque, we love 
working with the community, 
while appreciating an interna-
tional clientele as well”

Tarasuk and Saporta have 
also teamed up with top New 
York City appraisers to work 
with them at the new gallery, 
featuring art, antiques, furni-
ture, silver, jewelry, clocks, dec-
orative items, Midcentury Mod-
ern and more.

When the pandemic hit New 
York City and so many people 
began moving away, Tarasuk 
and Saporta, who always main-
tained relationships with their 
regular clientele, began getting 
dozens of phone calls asking if 
they would buy many large-
scale posters from people leav-
ing the city. This went even fur-
ther when those same people 
inquired if they could also buy 

antique furniture, decorative 
arts and other collectible items. 
This all seemed to align at the 
same time the two partners 
acquired the large, two-level 
space in the Meatpacking Dis-
trict/West Village are.

Saporta is past chairman of 
the authentication and vetting 
committee of the International 
Vintage Poster Dealers Associ-
ation, setting the world stan-
dards for collecting vintage 
posters. He remembers fre-
quenting friendly, smaller auc-
tion houses himself when he 
first came to the United States 
in the mid-1970s, settling in 
the New York City area in 1979. 
Since the 1980s, he and his 
partner Linda became lifelong 
collectors in many areas.

After having grown up with 
art collector parents and going 
to art and antiques shows and 
sales since she was just 6 years 

old, Tarasuk, armed with an art 
degree from New York Univer-
sity, took her early passion for 
collecting vintage art posters 
and parlayed that into a thriv-
ing business. Over the years, 
Tarasuk and Saporta also 
developed an expertise in col-
lecting various other types of 
art, antiques and jewelry, learn-

ing more about this business as 
time went on. The two are now 
applying the same approach to 
launching the new auction gal-
lery as when they opened the 
vintage poster business.

La Belle Epoque Auction Gal-
lery is at 71 Eighth Avenue. For 
information, 212-362-1770 or 
www.labelleepoque.com.

La Belle Epoque Auction Gallery 
To Make Manhattan Premiere
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EvEry Sunday - 8:30 am to 11am
Oct. 17, 2021 through March 27, 2022

 ~ no show on dec. 26 ~
Regular Admission: $5 - 8:30 am to 9:30 am 

Free Admission - 9:30 am to 11 am
Over 65 dealers. No sales tax. Early buying admission $40 per person 

6:30 am to 8:30 am, during dealer load-in and unpacking.

Milford Antiques Show
     Hampshire Hills Athletic Club, 50 Emerson Road, Milford, NH

One of six leather and chrome LC2 club chairs by 
Le Corbusier for Cassina.

La Belle Epoque Auction Gallery

Modernist abstract painting, “Sunset on the Beach” by 
Byron Browne, (American 1907-1961), oil on canvas, signed.




